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subject. The President said he thought it best on the
whole to reply. He also deemed it advisable that all the
members of the Cabinet who were present at the last Cab-
inet interview with General Grant should state their own
impressions.

Colonel Moore called at my house this evening with a
note from the President to this effect. I asked if he had
called on the other members of the Cabinet. He said he
had; that he had just come from Mr. Seward, who had de-
tained him long and dictated an answer while he was there.
I asked to see it, but Colonel Moore said Seward was to
have it copied and sent to the President. McCulloch and
Randall, he said, would make brief replies; Browning would
probably answer at-length. I doubt if he has got anything
definite from Seward; shall not be surprised if Seward per-
suades the President to give up these answers. In some
way he will be likely to evade and get rid of a frank and ex-
plicit statement, or I shall be mistaken; although he is fully
and unequivocally committed, orally, to the President's
statement of the conversation.

Saw the President this evening; told him I would
make my reply to his note brief, or detail my recollection.
He told me to do as I pleased, but a short reply would be
sufficient.

I took occasion to express my apprehensions of public
affairs, and of threatening impending calamities which
were to be met. I reminded him that it was a duty for us
all, and particularly for him, to be prepared for approach-
ing extraordinary emergencies; reckless, unprincipled men
in Congress had control of the government, were usurping
executive authority, and would exercise these powers to
extreme, and evidently beyond constitutional, limits.
They had contrived to get General Grant, not unwilling,
I apprehend, in their interest. He had entirely changed
his ground. Having been suddenly elevated to position
without much culture, with no experience, knowledge, or
correct information of the principles of government, Grant